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Two Trains Running Cast 

 

    Michael Hicks (Hambone) Born and bred on the East side 

of Buffalo, performance has always been a part of my family's makeup. Singing with family 

members as early as the 1970's in my Grandmother's Ella Robert's house, the arts became a 

long term love affair in my life. Acting in church plays and school plays alike, it was and is, 

the ultimate escapism. I sang in church, high school and even spent time in the United States 

Navy's entertainment division as a singer and also as a radio personality for San Diego's 

Armed forces radio. After the military, life soon got in the way (job, marriage, family) and I 

lost contact with my passion for the theater. My love was fortunately rekindled through the 

historic Paul Robeson Theater of Buffalo! I thank my new theatrical family for this 

wonderful opportunity!  
 

 

    Roosevelt Tidwell III (Sterling) is honored to be back on the 

stage where he received his start 30 years ago. He has appeared in productions under the Paul 

Robeson Theatre as Zooman and the Sign, Black Girl in Search of God, Forever My Darling as well 

as Five Guys Named Moe. Roosevelt has performed in Numerous productions with his home theatre 

Ujima Theatre Co. Two Trains Running, Riff Raff, (Earned an Artie Award for Best Actor), Trojan 

Woman, Spunk and many more. He has traveled to Rochester New York Geva Theatre, Washington 

DC, Charlotte NC, St. Louis, MO and Louisville KY performing the staged showcase of Jitney. He 

would like to thank Paulette D. Harris and Agnes Bain for the opportunity to reprise this role in the 

Buffalo area and Willie W. Judson Jr., Lorna C. Hill, Verniece Turner and Stephen McKinley 

Henderson for their continued support education and love throughout this journey. This performance 
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is dedicated to his three children Denee’, Nancy and Ezra and most important to his belated 

grandmother Nancy Mae Taylor who was always a dedicated supporter of the Paul Robeson Theatre 

and Ujima Theatre and their plight to educate others about the African American experience. 

 

    Vincenzo McNeill (Wolf) was born and raised in Rochester, 

NY and has been a resident of the Buffalo area for two years.  He made his Buffalo theatre 

debut performance last year as Elmore in ‘King Hedley’, a play by August Wilson produced 

right here at the Paul Robeson Theatre.  Over the summer he spent many hours as an extra 

on the film set of ‘A Quiet Place 2’, while actively pursuing other film, print, and 

commercial work and most recently became eligible for his SAG-AFTRA card.  He 

continues to participate in Playback Theatre through the Rochester Institute of Technology 

(RIT), an improv acting group that works with the students, faculty, and professors on 

conflicts in a therapeutic way with the aid of music.  He has been in numerous productions 

through the years and continues to be a member of the North Star Players, an acting group 

out of Rochester.  Of note, he won a 2017 Excellence in Acting Award from the Theatre 

Association of New York State (TANYS) for his role as Jared in ‘The Intoxicated’ and he 

also reprised his role as Ira “Giant” Pemberton in a 2019 production of ‘Four Men on a 

Couch’, which had previously won the 2016 ROC Award for Best Play of the Year.   
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    Russell Holt (Sterling understudy) is an actor from 

Lackawanna,NY. He graduated from the University at Buffalo(2014). In May 2018 he 

performed in Lit401: A School Shooting in One Act (C) at the Shea’s Smith Theatre which 

was his first professional level show in Buffalo. Later in his first musical The Wizard of Oz 

(Ensemble) with Rocking Horse Productions at the Lancaster Opera House in October 2018, 

followed by his first lead role in the film Hate Crime (Malcolm McLeod) a SkoVu Tv 

original in November 2018. He appeared in A.R.T of WNY’s production of Our Town 

(George Gibbs) in January 2019. In May 2019 Russell appeared on stage at the Kenan 

Center in the play ART (Marc). In July 2019 he had the opportunity to play the role of 

Theseus in the Inclusive Theatre’s production of A Midsummer Night’s Dream. Recently 

Russell performed a staged reading at the New Phoenix Theatre of A Pitch From Satchel 

Paige written by Jim and Loren Keller under the tutelage of the great actor Verneice Turner. 

Russell volunteers for the theatre department (W.O.B Players) at his high school LHS and 

has participated in some productions since graduating. “Special Thanks goes to God for the 

ability to have the chance to participate in this production and learn from these great 

seasoned actors as well as the great Ed Smith. Also thanks to Paulette Harris and Paul 

Robeson Theatre for considering me for this opportunity and the continued support from my 

family and friends.” 

 


